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^ (57 )^Abstract: The invention relates to a method for providing resources in packet-switched communication networks. Commu- 
^ nication components (A, 81 - B6, CI - C6, Dl - D6) use resources in a network or provide resources in a netwoik to be used by 
^ other communication components (A, Bl - B6, CI - C6, Dl - 06), said resources being provided by software which runs on the 
^ communication components (A, Bl - 36, CI - C6, Dl - D6) and accesses the hardware of the communication components. A ser- 
^ vice examines the hardware of at least one of the communication components (A, Bl - B6, CI - C6, Dl - D6) in order to determine 
whether a resource can be provided by a software on said communication component (A, B 1 - B6, CI - C6, Dl - D6). If the result is 

O positive, the resource-specific software is transmitted to the communication component (A, Bl - B6, CI - C6, Dl - D6) and provides 
. the resource to be used. 
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